STATE OF MARYLAND

Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene

Larry Hogan, Governor - Boyd Rutherford, Lt. Governor - Van Mitchell, Secretary

March 31, 2015

Jennie C. Hunter-Cevera, Ph. D.
Maryland Higher Education Commission
6 N. Liberty Street, 10™ Floor
Baltimore, MD 21201

Dear Secretary Hunter-Cevera:

The Department of Health and Mental Hygiene is responsible for certifying to the Commission manpower shortages in certain
health professions as enacted by Maryland Code § 18-803 (g) (1) that reads as follows:

(g) (1) In accordance with § 1-204 of the Health Occupations Article. The Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene
shall certify annually to the Maryland Higher Education Conumission those health occupations in short supply.

The Department has completed an analysis using data sources - Maryland Department of Labor, Maryland Occupational
Projections 2012-2022, and Maryland Higher Education Commission Trends in Degrees and Certificates by Program, 2001-
2004 for non-physician professions. For physician professions, DHMH used the Physician Licensing Data, Maryland Board of
Physicians 2012-2013, Solucient 2003 Physicians to Population ratios, and HRSA's “The Physician Workforce Projections and
Research into Current Issues Affecting Supply and Demand, 2008.” To complete the analysis, the graduation numbers were
taken from MHEC’s trends in degrees and certificates by program report,

The Department concurs that the below list of health professions is in short supply and recommends that they be included in the
Maryland Higher Education Commission’s Health Professional Shortage Incentive Grant Program (HPSIG). The specific
professions are:

Physical Therapist
Medical and Clinical Laboratory Technician
e  Medical and Clinical Laboratory Technologist
e Licensed Practical Nurse
e General & Family Medicine Physician (Code 12)
e  Pediatrics (Code 38)

We agree that given the age of the statute, recent impact of the Affordable Care Act, changing population demographics and
advances in health sciences and technologies, that a review of the existing statute is appropriate. In fact, DHMH and MHEC

staff have begun that process and we expect to have a course of action completed in the upcoming fiscal year.

Sincerely,

‘-—'—",

an T. Mitchell
cretary

cc: Laura Herrera Scott, MD, MPH
Michelle Spencer, MS
Donna Gugel. MHS
Roxanne Hale, MHA, FACHE, CMPE

201 W. Preston Street — Baltimore, Marvland 21201
Toll Free 1-877-4MD-DHMH — TTY/Maryland Relay Service 1-800-735-2258
Web Site: www.dhmh.maryland.gov
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