
Maryland Higher Education Commission (MHEC) - Fast Facts 

OUR MISSION 
 
The mission of the Maryland Higher Education Commission is to ensure that the people of Maryland have access to a 
high quality, diverse, adequately funded, effectively managed, and capably led system of postsecondary education. It 
accomplishes this mission through the provision of statewide planning, leadership, coordination and advocacy for the 
State's postsecondary educational institutions and through the administration of State financial aid programs. 
 
FAST FACTS 
 
These figures include data from a number of higher education institutions in Maryland including: 

• 16 Community Colleges 
• 13 Public 4-Year Institutions 
• 13 State-aided Independent Institutions 
• 11 Other Private Institutions 

 
The information below provides a summary of how postsecondary education serves the people of Maryland, and how 
institutions are helping students to reach their educational goals. 

Maryland Enrolled 
         

 
 
Student Attendance in Fall 2016

  

Community 
Colleges

129,407 36.0%

4-Year Public 
Institutions  

173,996 48.4%

State-Aided 
Independent 
Institutions  

51,135
14.2%

Other Private 
Institutions  

5,085
1.4%

Enrollment by Segment
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Undergraduate Enrollment

Full-Time Students Part-Time Students

43.5% 40.6%
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Graduate Enrollment

Full-Time Students Part-Time Students

361,177 
    

Graduate and 
Undergraduate 

Students in Fall of 2016 
 



  
Enrollment by Gender and Race in Fall 2016 (Undergraduate & Graduate) 

      
                 
 
Degrees Awarded (2016-2017)  

             

Male
161,613 
44.7%Female

199,564 
55.3%

Enrollment by Gender

Native Hawaiian or 
Pacific Islander

846 
0.2%

American 
Indian or 

Alaska Native
1,163 
0.3%

Two or More 
Races
12,772 
3.5%

Unknown
14,865 
4.1%

Foreign/ Non-
Resident 

Alien
20,716 
5.7%

Asian
25,858 
7.2%

Hispanic/ 
Latino
30,532
7.9%

Black/ African 
American

94,202 
26.1%

White
160,223 
44.4%

Enrollment by Race/Ethnicity

4,555 

16,645 

34,800 

19,250 

2,830 

Degrees Awarded

Lower Division Certificate Associate Bachelors Masters Doctorate

78,080
Degrees 
Awarded 



 

 
 
 

 
Retention, Graduation, and Transfer 

           
 
 

Average Tuition and Fees for Resident Undergraduates (2017-2018) 

 

Native Hawaiian or 
Pacific Islander

166
0.2%

American Indian 
or Alaska Native

203 
0.3%

Two or More 
Races
2,511 
3.2%

Unknown
3,007 
3.9%

Foreign/ Non-
Resident Alien

6,021 
7.7%

Asian
5,885 
7.5%

Hispanic/ Latino, 
any race

5,450 
7.0%

Black/ African 
American

15,847 
20.3%

White
39,028 
50.0%

Degrees by Race

Men,  
33,267 
42.9%

Women,  
44,324  
57.1%

Degrees by Gender

82.4%
65.5%

Retention Rate,
Entering Class of 2015

Graduation Rate,
Entering Class of 2010

Retention and Graduation at Four-
Year Public Institutions

20.6%

8.2%

Students who Transferred Students who Graduated with
Associate Degree or Certificate but did

not Transfer

4-Year Community College Retention and 
Graduation Rates, Entering Class of 2012

$4,380

$9,260

Community Colleges Public Four-Year Institutions

Average Tuition and Fees for 
Resident Undergraduates



Financial Aid (FY2014-FY2016) 

 
        
 
Source: Maryland Higher Education Commission, 2018 Data Book 
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