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-- Fine Arts -Ceramics I
Professor Wesley Brown
This course will introduce you to the basic ceramic materials and techniques and topics in art. With
the materials you will create vessels and sculptures through handbuilding. And through critiques,
readings, and writings you will familiarize yourself with art theory and contemporary artists working
in the field of ceramics.
Drawing and Painting
Professor Christopher Batten
This is a foundation art class, which teaches essential visual thinking skills applicable across
disciplines. This course meets fine art graduation requirements for the state of Maryland. Students
will develop an understanding of basic visual design and principles of art making and master a
variety of techniques used in visual arts, including drawing, design, collage, and painting. This class is
focused on creative problem-solving, analysis and response. The importance of the creative process,
visual thinking, idea development and communication will be stressed, as well as the development of
technical craft used in all art projects. Students will demonstrate visual thinking skills through the
ability to analyze, discuss, and respond to artworks in writing, speech, and creative response.
Drawing and Painting the Figure
Professor Christopher Batten
This course is an introduction to practical approaches toward depicting the human figure via an
array of drawing and painting techniques. Students will be acclimated to surface anatomy,
proportion, and other aspects of figuration including narrative composition, portraiture, and
abstraction. Coursework will be informed by lectures that detail historical aspects of figurative
drawing/painting as well as contemporary practices in the genre. Students will work in a variety of
media including charcoal, graphite, watercolor, ink, acrylic, and collage. As artists have done
throughout the course of history, students will utilize their knowledge of the figure to create works
of art that that reflect their unique view of the world, fueled by their personal experiences.
Compositional Styles
Professor Richard Zarou
Compositional Styles is a semester course focusing on the skill of music composition along with
music theory and music history. Students will study the compositional styles of composers such as
Giovanni da Palestrina, Ludwig van Beethoven, Arnold Schoenberg and Joan Tower in order to
create their own original compositions.

Bard High School Early College Baltimore
2018-19 College Course Descriptions
-- Humanities -Confronting Empire: The West and the World
Professor David Guba
This course examines the origins, dynamics, and repercussions of “new” imperialism in modern
world history. Starting in the mid-to-late 19th century, imperial nation- states across the globe
scrambled to acquire and control as much overseas territory as possible, and largely in the
undeveloped but resource-rich areas of Latin America, Africa, and Asia. Though dominant societies
in Europe, the Americas, and Asia had pursued empire-building for centuries, the economic,
political, intellectual, technological, and cultural transformations of the 19th century produced an
unprecedented fervor for imperial expansion that worked to shape the rocky landscape of 20th
century world history as well as the world we live in today. In the first units of the course, we will
examine the origins and dynamics of “new” imperialism. Why did most powerful states—whether
republics or monarchies, dictatorships or communes—engage in the project of new imperialism in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries? What drove this unprecedented and global conquest of
territory? What impact did this new phase of imperialism have on both colonizers and the
colonized? And what enabled and facilitated this conquest? Our readings and class meetings during
the first unit will work to answer and complicate these and related questions.
Constitutional Law
Professor Saul Cohen
This is a semester long Constitutional Law course which explored and examines the workings of the
U.S. Constitution. The Constitution is the basic law of the land, the foundational document that
establishes the structure of our government and grants us our individual rights. We will use an
integrative approach to examine how doctrines have changed over time, how the document is and
has been interpreted, and through the use of case studies of Supreme Court cases examine how the
Court resolves disputes. We will use the same methods as used in law schools i.e. legal thinking,
writing, discussion, and argumentation.
Elections and the Electoral Process
Professor Andrew McKelvy
The objective of Elections and the Electoral Process is primarily two-fold: to introduce you to how
elections are conducted and to give you regular opportunities to think through issues and
controversies surrounding elections and democracy. As we move through the course, we will
consider both current events and historical developments, electoral processes employed both inside
and outside the United States, and a number of arguments for and against both present practices and
proposed reforms.
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You will be reading from a variety of sources (such as opinion articles, scholarly publications,
Supreme Court decisions) and drawing on them—or flatly opposing them—to stake out your own
position on the questions they address. You will also get hands-on, practical experience by taking
part in conducting an election on campus and by observing this November’s election as it happens.
By the end of the semester, you will have a better understanding of how elections work and (I hope)
a greater interest in elections and the role they play in the life of a democratic society.
Gender Trouble
Professor Emily Hayman
What is “gender trouble”? This provocative question was posed by the philosopher and gender
theorist Judith Butler in 1990, and it continues to echo with meaning today. In fact, it seems to
refract into multiple questions, including: What is the trouble with gender? Do we – or specific
individuals – experience trouble with “gender” as society defines it? How do societal concepts of
gender cause us trouble? How do we trouble those societal concepts to better serve or describe
ourselves as individuals?
These are just a few of the questions that we will explore in this course through an array of literary
and theoretical texts that touch upon the concepts of gender, sex, and sexuality. Students will be
asked to be close and insightful readers and to approach their reading with an open mind and an
interest in “troubling” their own preconceptions of gender.
Introduction to Philosophy
Professor Benjamin Craig
Philosophy is that discipline within the academy reserved for asking the Big Questions: “Does God
exist?” “What is the right thing to do?” “What is the best life?” “What is the nature of the soul?”
“What is the meaning of life?” They are considered the Big Questions because these are the
questions that humanity has organized itself around. One of the things that makes us human is that
we seem to be the only species that considers questions like these. In a profound way, these
questions make us human. And, as it will be argued throughout the course, considering these
questions can lead to a fuller, richer, and more intentional life. At the heart of the liberal arts, of
which philosophy is king, is the pledge that if you undertake this endeavor, then you will come out
the other side able to lead a freer life.
Your primary aim in this course should be to explore how to live “an examined life,” in which you
question what seems obvious about life, often finding that it isn’t obvious, after all. Your second aim
should be to improve your skills at critical reading and writing. Your third aim is to enjoy some great
works of literature and philosophy. Please note that although the course should help you to reflect
on your own life, it will do so by honing your skills at interpreting and assessing works by great
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authors, ancient and modern. Lectures, discussions, and written assignments will be devoted to
critical thinking about the texts.
Theories of Social Justice and Civic Engagement (Contemporary World Affairs)
Professor Patrick Oray
How do we best address social injustice? How do we empower ourselves as citizens to protect
ourselves and our communities against inequity? What strategies can we employ to effect meaningful
social change? Civic engagement is an act of problem solving. As such, we will use moments in the
long history of social justice movements in the U.S. and abroad to uncover the most thoughtful and
impactful theories and practices for social action. Along the way, we will read, learn about, and
discuss what strategies and processes we can use to effect social change in the communities in which
we live.
Year 1 Seminar
Professors Vicki Barnett-Woods, Daniel Gilman, and Patrick Oray
This course is intended as a first-year college survey course, drawing upon both a wide range of
readings and a wide range of ideas. The primary task of this course is to introduce students to major
philosophical and ethical questions that drive a huge amount of literature, as well as many other
aspects of societies current and past. Students will engage with some of the events, intellectuals, and
ideas that have helped shape Western civilization, along with the influential ideologies and values
documented in its “great books”. But instead of simply celebrating Western culture’s greatest hits,
our efforts in this year-long seminar course will focus on interrogating and critiquing the major
trends in Western philosophical, religious, economic, and scientific thought.
Year 2 Seminar
Professors Matthew Flaherty and Emily Hayman
The general theme of the Seminar course sequence is to delve into the question of what it means to
be human. In the first section of the sequence, you explored what it means to be a good citizen and
to live a good life. In this second section, we’ll consider whether moral and cultural development is
worth the price we pay for it. We’ll explore many hard questions that come along with civilization
and modernity. As our democracy continues to be threatened by tribalistic prejudice and
misinformation, American citizens have a responsibility to develop habits of charitable and informed
discussion. Every person deserves the opportunity to reflect on the values that inform their lives
through dialogue with great works of literature.

Bard High School Early College Baltimore
2018-19 College Course Descriptions
-- Languages and Cultures -Chinese Culture Through Film
Professor Yu-San Lai
This is an introductory course on Chinese cinema (including China, Taiwan, Hong Kong).
Students are expected to view selected films; Through the lenses of the film, we will be examining
closely at some contemporary issues and gain a deeper understanding in the course of Chinese
development. The contemporary issues addressed in this course include: Concubine Culture,
Homosexuality in China, and Cultural Revolution. Other than the cultural and historical events
being focused on, this course will also briefly introduce the techniques of storytelling and filming
camera angles. No previous knowledge of language Chinese is required, but some Chinese language
elements will be built in throughout the course, students are encouraged to study some basic
Chinese on their own.
Dried Inkwells- Contemporary Chinese Art
Professor LC Kelley
China has witnessed dramatic economic and cultural changes in the past four decades. The Chinese
contemporary art scene has naturally reflected these changes, undergoing its own distinct
transformations since the late 1980s. This course will offer students the opportunity to journey
through forty years of contemporary Chinese art history by “visiting” the most influential Chinese
artists, including several Chinese-American artists whose careers began in China. Through the lenses
of each artist’s works, we will analyze China’s contemporary history, culture, society, economic
disparity, consumerism, and modernization. Class readings will be selected from exhibition
catalogues, artists interviews, newspapers, critic reviews, and magazine articles.
Honors Chinese I
Professor Yu-San Lai
This is an introductory course aiming to explore the language and culture. The language part will
essentially focus on colloquial Mandarin, stressing on communicating skills in daily settings. Chinese
culture will be introduced throughout the course, both in Mandarin and in English. Supplementary
materials such as songs, poems, tongue twisters, jokes, and movies might be added throughout the
semester as a means to introduce Chinese culture to help form an international perspective and
become world citizens.
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Latin American Short Fiction: Beyond the Boom
Professor Laura Quijano
In this course we will analyze short fictional narratives from both well- and lesser-known Latin
American authors in order to situate and understand the texts in their socio-historical contexts.
Students will read a variety of short fiction published from the early 20th century to the present,
including some Latinx authors. The primary texts will be supplemented with essays on the form and
function of the short story as well as a few films based on the work of the authors we will be
studying.
Spanish 2
Professor Laura Quijano
In this semester-long Spanish class, students will build on what they learned in Spanish 1. They will
be introduced to some basic phrases, develop the grammar and vocabulary necessary to describe
their immediate world in the past and present tenses. The course emphasizes the skills of listening,
speaking, reading, writing and cultural awareness.
Three Kingdoms- Legend Beyond Culture
Professor LC Kelley
One of four Chinese classic novels, Three Kingdoms is a cultural and literary icon in East Asia, and is
considered the most widely-read historical novel in late imperial to modern China - comparable in
popularity and influence to Shakespeare in the west. This class explores fundamentals of Chinese
history, culture and heritage through an epic tale based on events and folklore from the tumultuous
late-Han, Three Kingdoms era from 200 to 256 AD. Weekly classroom discussion topics will cover a
variety of conundrums, including (but not limited to) differences between the two English
translations, elements of imperial Chinese society, how women are portrayed throughout the novel,
and military strategy.
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-- Mathematics and Critical Thinking -College Algebra
Professor Ronnie L. Brown
Provides students with more advanced skills required for high-level applications of mathematics.
Negative and rational exponents and functions, their properties and operations, including inverse
functions; linear, quadratic, polynomial, rational, absolute value, exponential and logarithmic
functions are explored. Students develop graphical and algebraic skills and study applications of
concepts.
Finite Mathematics
Professor XinXuan Li
This course explores finite mathematics as it appears in both theoretical math and real life including
the examination of patterns, linear equations and applications, systems of linear equations, matrix
algebra and applications, and Sets and Counting.
Introduction to Architecture and Architectural History
Professor Matt Croson
This course will introduce students to the historical evolution of architecture, both abroad and close
to home. Students will learn how to use an architect's rule to interpret scale on scaled drawings;
identify and discuss how our built environment is both an artifact and a vector in our
shared history; describe how computer model and physical models are used to express architectural
concepts; and identify the work of iconic architects. In this course, students will work on their own
architectural drafts and build scale models based around scenarios and conflicts surrounding the
creation of houses and cities.
Technology Foundations
Professor Matthew Tobias Woodle
Technology Foundations is a practical skill based course that aims to build Technology Literacy
through the creation of Digital Media. As a part of an integrated approach to using technology in
contemporary professional environments, the focus of this course will be on working through
Iterative cycles of Planning, Production, and Presentation. Digital Media production processes are
used to create both virtual and physical products: Website Design, Concept Illustration, Print
Publication, Film & Video Game Design Production, and Industrial Fabrication all depend on digital
design and Production Pipelines. In this course students will learn these Development Processes in
parallel with Rapid Visualization techniques as part of a skills based approach to develop their
Technological Literacy.
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-- Sciences -College Biology I
Professor Richard Kurker
A reintroduction to the concepts of biology in which students will identify key concepts in biology
and relate them to contemporary scientific and ethical issues.Students will read and critique scientific
literature with an understanding; design experiments, collect data, and interpret and present results;
explain the chemical basis and origins of life on Earth; distinguish among cell types and understand
the processes that take place within them; understand genes and genetic inheritance; discuss ecology
and interactions within ecosystems; and explain how the theory of evolution supports the diversity
of life on Earth.
Environmental Science
Professor Victoria Klima-Blanchard
The goal of the Environmental Science course is to provide students with the scientific principles,
concepts, and methodologies required to understand the interrelationships of the natural world, to
identify and analyze environmental problems both natural and human-made, to evaluate the relative
risks associated with these problems, and to examine alternative solutions for resolving and/or
preventing them.
Forensic Science
Professor Richard Kurker
An introduction to the science and technology used by forensic scientists. In this course students
will describe the historical context of forensic science and its basic applicability to criminal law;
distinguish among various types of evidence and evaluate a crime scene; describe how fingerprints,
hair, fibers, soil, glass, blood and DNA can be used to draw conclusions from a crime scene; explain
the significance of toxicology and the chemical analysis of drugs, poisons, and trace evidence;
understand how conclusions can be drawn from forensic entomology
and human remains; use firearm/fire/explosion remnants, toolmarks, and impressions in
forensic analysis; identify forgeries in handwriting and documents; and perform and design forensic
science experiments, collect data, and analyze results.
General Chemistry I
Professor Victoria Bampoh
This course is a one-semester chemistry course that will build on the fundamentals of General
Chemistry. A review of foundational topics such as atomic structure, molecular structure, properties
of molecules and chemical bond formation will precede the course. The concepts introduced in this
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course will include behavior of gases, energy changes, theory of light, solutions, acid-base and
nuclear reactions. Throughout the course, a heavy emphasis is placed on group activities and
individual problem solving skills as well as laboratory-based investigations of important phenomena.
Marine Science
Professor Victoria Klima-Blanchard
Marine biology is the science of saltwater and everything that lives, moves, and filters through it.
When you look at a globe, you can see that nearly three quarters of the Earth's surface is covered
with water and it contains an incredible diversity of microbial, algal, and animal life forms. In this
course, you will learn about life in the ocean depths, at the Polar extremes, in coral reefs, estuaries,
and in the open sea. You will learn about plants large and small, marine birds, reptiles, invertebrates
and fish. You will learn how all these organisms connect with each other in the marine biome, and
what threats are facing these ecosystems.

Recent Approval Letter

