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Faculty Advisory Council  
Meeting of April 19, 2016 

1:30 – 3:30 p.m. in Cade 219 
Anne Arundel Community College 

Arnold, MD 21012 
Minutes 

1. Meeting called to order at 1:37 by Nicole Dombrowski, Chair 
a. Announcement: Eugene Schaffer, FAC representative from UMBC, is ill and will not be 

able to continue this year. UMBC will send a replacement. 
b. Attendees: William Taft, Nayna Philipsen, Chris Brittan-Powell, Joan Landon,  Benjamin 

Arah, Nicole Dombrowski-Risser,  Curt Raney, Angelique Cook-Hayes, Jolly Davis, Sharon 
Fechter, Teresa Bridger, Ken Kerr, Richard Siciliano, Angelita Yu, Dipa Sarkar-Dey, 
Katherine Corley Murray, Dan Cunningham, Linda Martinak, Kathryn Jones, Genny 
Segura 

c. Guests: Ronda Brown, MHEC staff Administrative Officer, II 
2. Approval of January 19, 2016 minutes:  Approved 
3. Lee Tower, Legislative Update 

a. Dr. James Fielder, Jr. was approved as the Secretary of Higher Education 
b. Student financial issues dominated the 2016 legislative session. An “End of Session” 

report was distributed (see below). A summary of all legislation was provided and is 
attached to these minutes. 

4. Genny Segura, MHEC Update 
a. Secretary Fielder has been meeting with MHEC divisions getting to know the divisions, 

their priorities, and the major issues.   
b. There are new commissioners who are being briefed by MHEC staff to inform them of 

priorities and issues. 
c. Genny announced she will retire May 1st, but will continue on as FAC liaison through 

June. She is looking for someone who can replace her. This person, in addition to an 
assistant secretary, would serve as FAC liaisons 

d. Genny anticipates some reorganization at the collegiate level of the State Department 
of Education. Nothing major—but this is fairly standard with a new secretary. 

e. Nicole suggested that the commission should include a faculty representative. Genny 
suggested that we approach Lee Tower and ask him to assists in presenting a proposal 
to change the law and allow for a faculty representative the MHEC. 

5. Old Business 
a. FAC endorses and recommends speedy adoption of the proposed changes to COMAR 

13.B.06.01.03.C.4 regarding changes to the definition of general education 
mathematics. Ken made a motion consolidating points made by various members: 

i. FAC endorses changes to the wording COMAR 13.B.06.01.03.C.4 defining 
general education mathematics from, “at or above the level of college algebra,”  
to “having performance expectations demonstrating a level of maturity beyond 
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Maryland College and Career Ready standards in mathematics (including 
problem solving skills, and mathematical concepts and techniques that can be 
applied in the student’s program of study.)” And we request the speedy 
adoption thereof to bring General Education regulations into agreement with 
college completion provisions of the College and Career Readiness Act of 2013. 
Seconded. Motion unanimously adopted. 

b. Jolly Davis presented a resolution related to “Timely Feedback” specifically addressing 
early semester feedback. His reasoning was that students cannot benefit from 
suggested changes as they make their concerns known at the end of the semester. It is 
also a concern that student evaluations are initially viewed by administrators for faculty 
performance assessment.  Richard offered to open an area on the FAC website where 
evaluation practices from all institutions can be collected and reviewed. This matter will 
be reconsidered at the next meeting.  

6. Nominations for 2016-17 officers remain open 
a. Chair— Nayna Phillipsen 
b. Vice Chair—Ken Kerr 
c. Secretary— Angelique Cook-Hayes 

7. Announcements: Secretary Fielder will be at the next meeting 
8. Meeting adjourned at 3:31 p.m. 

 
Submitted by Ken Kerr, Secretary 
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