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Opening Fall Enrollment, Fall 2012 
Note: This report highlights preliminary data on fall enrollment submitted by Maryland colleges and universities. Final enrollment figures 

presented may differ slightly from those included in this report. Longitudinal data presented in the text of the report is based on opening figures 
reported annually and differs slightly from final data. Data tables present preliminary data from Fall 2012 and final data from Fall 2011. 

• Total headcount enrollment in all Maryland institutions is 366, 991, a decline of 1.7% from Fall 2011. This reflects a decline of 6,368 students 
in the past year. This is the first year in which enrollment has declined, following fifteen consecutive years of enrollment increases. This is a 
trend that began last year at the national level, with total headcount enrollment declining by 0.2% for the fall 2011 entering class. Nationally, 
this was the first enrollment decline since at least 1996.1 

• The decline in enrollment follows two years of declines in the number of high school graduates in Maryland. The National Center for 
Education Statistics estimated that 1,030 fewer students would graduate from high school in Maryland in the 2011-2012 academic year than in 
2009-10, a 1.8% decline. Nationally, the number of high school graduates was projected to decrease by 2.9% between 2010 and 2012.2 

• As shown in Figure 1, total enrollment has still increased substantially over the past two decades. Since 1992, total enrollment in Maryland 
degree-granting postsecondary institutions has grown by a net of 98,432 students, an increase of 36.7% from 1992 enrollment. In the past 
decade alone, total enrollment has increased by 23.6%. 

 
                                                           
1 Knapp, L., et al. (2012). “Enrollment in Postsecondary Institutions, Fall 2011; Financial Statistics, Fiscal Year 2011; and Graduation Rates, Selected Cohorts, 
2003-2008 : First Look (Preliminary Data)” Washington, DC: National Center for Education Statistics.  
2 Hussar, W.J., and Bailey, T.M. (2011). “Projections of Education Statistics to 2020.” Washington, DC: National Center for Education Statistics. 
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• As Figure 2 illustrates, community colleges have seen the largest increase in enrollment since 2007, with the total student population growing 
by 18.0%. Four-year public institutions have similarly seen a large growth in enrollment, increasing by 13.0%. Independent institutions, in 
contrast, have seen their enrollment slightly decline by 0.5%. 

 

• While every segment of Maryland’s higher education system experienced declines from Fall 2011 total enrollment, this decline was most 
limited among four-year public institutions. The University System of Maryland, Morgan State University, and St. Mary’s College of 
Maryland together experienced a total enrollment decline of 287 students (0.2%). The overall decline in four-year public enrollment accounted 
for 1.9% of the total statewide decline. This follows six consecutive years of enrollment growth. At four-year public institutions. 
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• Enrollments declined most steeply at community colleges, with total headcounts declining by 2.5%. This represented 60.4% of the total 
statewide decline. This decline in community college enrollments represents the first decline since at least 2000. 

• For the second consecutive year, enrollment at independent institutions again declined, by 3.9% this year. However, the independent 
institutions’ decline is largely driven by changes in status at three institutions, which account for the majority of the decline. Baltimore 
International College was purchased by out-of-state institution Stratford University in 2011, and no longer reports enrollment data. Fortis 
Institute and ITT Technical Institute are now classified as out-of-state institutions. The removal of these three institutions accounts for 82.9% 
of the decline in full-time undergraduates (1,530 students). The decline in enrollment at independent institutions accounted for 37.7% of the 
total statewide enrollment decline.

• Total enrollment for the University System of Maryland declined slightly by 0.1%, while enrollment at Morgan State University also 
decreased slightly by 0.8%. St. Mary’s College of Maryland experienced a larger decline, with enrollment dropping by 3.0%.  

• Full-time undergraduate enrollment in all of the State’s colleges and universities continued a decline which began last year following eighteen 
years of growth, decreasing by 2.7% from 2011 enrollment figures. For the second year in a row, full-time undergraduate enrollment increased 
slightly (0.5%) at four-year public institutions, growth which was offset by a 5.9% decline in full-time undergraduate enrollment at community 
colleges.  

• For the third consecutive year, first-time full-time undergraduate enrollment decreased. Statewide first-time full-time enrollments declined by 
5.3% in 2012. This is consistent with state and national data, presented earlier, that indicate fewer students have been projected to graduate 
from high school in the state and the nation in these years. 

• Part-time undergraduate headcount enrollment decreased by 1,086 over 2011 (0.8%).  Part-time undergraduate enrollment declined 0.7% at 
both community colleges and four-year institutions (representing 649 and 213 students, respectively). Independent colleges and universities 
experienced a stronger percentage decline in part-time undergraduate enrollment, losing 224 students (5.6%).  

• Seven community colleges experienced enrollment increases, and nine experienced declines. At most institutions, these changes represented 
less than 5.0% of total enrollment. Baltimore City Community College experienced a decline of 22.7% in total enrollment. This was largely 
driven by a 41.8% decline in full-time undergraduate enrollment. BCCC experienced the largest decline in both percentage and number of 
students. Montgomery College (all campuses) increased enrollment by 457 students, 1.7% of enrollment. 

• Among the eleven University System of Maryland institutions, four experienced increases in total enrollment, while seven declined. The most 
significant percentage decline was experienced by Coppin State University, which lost 5.3% of its students (201 students), while UMUC’s 
enrollment declined by 440 students (1.0% of enrollment). Towson University’s enrollment increased by 496 students (2.3% of enrollment), 
though UMBC’s 3.3% increase (438 students) represented the largest by percentage of population. 

• Overall, 70,483 students enrolled in graduate study at Maryland’s colleges and universities, a decrease of 761 students (1.1%) from 2011. Full-
time graduate student enrollments increased by 0.9% to 28,858 students, while part-time graduate student enrollments decreased by 2.4% to 
41,625.  
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• Women continue to enroll in Maryland’s higher education system in greater proportions than men. Of all students enrolled statewide at all 
institutions, 57.1% were female. Both male and female enrollments experienced declines, 0.8% and 2.4%, respectively. However, while both 
male and female enrollment declined at community colleges and independent institutions, males experienced a slight increase in enrollment at 
four-year public institutions.  
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